The Evangelist

We rarely run into
someone who
demonstrates the
characteristic of a
peaceful, composed, and
well ordered life. When
was the last time you
heard someone say “I
have plenty of time for that!” Everyone is
asking the question “what are my
priorities?” Few are actually finding
answers. Even the most empty-headed self-
help books understand the necessity for
clarity in our lives. In fact, the well-known
phrase “the tyranny of the urgent” itself
makes it clear that urgency is a tyrant, a bad
master.

It is not merely a Christian duty to
determine our priorities. It is not even a
religious duty. It is one of the most basic
aspects of decision-making to which we
should give attention. It's something even
children should learn!

Of course, the intent to carefully assess our
priorities is obviously insufficient. We
actually need to do something about it. So
how do we assess what our priorities should
be? From where do we get advice about our
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priorities? To which of the many voices in
our lives should we listen: children, spouse,
work, government, friends, church,
neighbors, among others?

As “Little Christs” (the meaning of the
word Christian), we are followers of
Jesus. We go where he tells us to go. We
live by obeying his principles of life. And
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here’s the most important concept: we listen
to the same Father.

Listening to and obeying the Father was
Jesus” highest priority.

[ “Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that comes from the
mouth of God.” (Matthew 4.4)

[ “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but the one who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven.”
(Matthew 7.21)

[ “Ihonor my Father.” (John 8.49)

[ Thave not spoken on my own
authority, but the Father who sent me
has himself given me a
commandment-what to say and what
to speak.” (John 12.49)

Jesus, the 2nd person of the Trinity, fully
divine and of equal glory, substance, power,
and sovereignty with the Father and Holy
Spirit, can be under no authority or power,
unless he voluntarily places himself there.
And even that would seem contrary to his
divine nature, except that he is also fully
human.

What is my point? Jesus did not have to
submit himself to the Father, but as a Son, he
did. From his lofty place, he stepped down
and taught discipleship by - in a sense -
being a disciple of the Father. We have no
lofty position by virtue of our created
nature. We must submit to the Father,
whether we like it or not. Nevertheless,
Jesus showed us, by example, that
submission to the Father and listening to his
voice is not only necessary, but also
desirable,
profitable,
and joyful.
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obvious by now. Going “Back To The
Basics” means - initially and foremost -
listening to and heeding the voice of the
Father. St.John's, we must be people of
God’s word.

Here is a great goal for us. Every single
person who belongs to, regularly attends, or
comes under some sort of discipleship at St.
John’s must be part of a Bible reading
family. We are very interested to hear from
you what hinders your Bible reading and
how we might be able to help.

With affection in the Lord,

al___

A Remembrance of St John's

Nicaragua 2011 Missions Trip

By Ben Cramer

Sweat poured from my forehead. The shade
of Verbo Church was doing little to break
the heat, but that didn’t quiet the
commotion of the lunch hour. Numerous
children dressed in blue and white school
uniforms stood waiting for what would be,
for some of them, their only substantial meal
that day. I leaned against the church
wondering how I had attended St John's for
two years and yet remained oblivious to this
reality; individuals from St. John’s had
brainstormed and funded this lunch
program, making the possibility of
education an attainable reality. That scene
would have filled my memory of our time in
Nicaragua if it wasn’t for what happened
next.

An older man joined me at the bench. He
would have been tall if he didn’t need the
crutches which forced him into a perpetual
slump. As we watched the procession of
children he started telling me about his life.

Separated by languages, I struggled to piece
together his story. He had worked as a
welder until a fall had broken his leg.
Infection set in. What little medical attention
was available in the village hadn’t helped.
The infection had grown worse and worse,
leaving him in unbearable pain. He told me
that he had been like a ghost; not alive, but
not dead either. He prayed daily that God
would let him die. Eventually, he said, he
lost track of time, lapsing into a delirium for
43 days. All he remembers of this time was
his son crying next to him. At some point
during his delirium, his son contacted
someone at St. John’s. The call for help was
answered, and days later his father left the
hospital on the antibiotics he needed.

When the older man finished his story he
leaned back and let out a
long content sigh. Then he
looked me straight in the
eyes and said words I
cannot forget.

“Because of you, I did not
die and have seen my
granddaughter’s birth.
God sent you to give me
this gift. I am content.” I knew that when he
said “you” he wasn’t referring to me in
particular. I hadn’t been involved at all. He
was referring to the communal body of St.
John the Evangelist. He was referring to us.

It was then that the words of Jesus in
Matthew 25 came to me, “what ever you did
for the least of these you did for me.” Jesus
was speaking to disciples who would soon
experience soul-crushing adversity. Life as
they knew it was about to be destroyed.
And Jesus took this moment to remind his
disciples what a life in his footsteps would
look like when he wasn’t present. It would
look like feeding the hungry, caring for the
sick, the poor, becoming a family to those
without.
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It would look like children eating lunch in a
hungry community. It would look like a sick
man seeing his granddaughter’s birth.
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failed miserably.
They fought and loved, bickered and made
up, following Jesus as he led them. But
significantly, one of the things we /don’t/
hear of them doing is commenting on how
wonderful they were for being such great
people. You never catch the disciples telling
others how impressive their many
humanitarian efforts were. For the disciples,
there was something more powerful, more
beautiful, more moving than the accolades
of being a “good” person.

St. Paul put it this way, “I consider
everything a loss compared to the
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all
things. I consider them rubbish, that I may
gain Christ.” (Ph 3:8). The disciples had
something more incredible than any
accolade or any humanitarian principle.
They had Jesus. Jesus was the defining
characteristic of the disciples.

As a parishioner, I've been challenged by
the recent preaching on discipleship at St.
Johns. Nevertheless, I am fairly practical and
its difficult for me to understand something
until I see concrete examples of it. In
Nicaragua I saw discipleship, and it looks a
lot like faces I see every Sunday morning.
Bew Cramer

Sunday School Update
By Carole Ziegler

The first day of Sunday School and
Children’s Church for the new year was
September 18, 2011. The classes and the
teachers and meeting room for each are as
follows.

Children’s Church -age 4 - Grade 3
multi - coordinated by Lillian Thompson in
the fellowship room.

Junior and senior high
Phil and Rebecca Hanner in the JEM board
room

Upper elementary - grade 4/5
Lynn Rudolph in the Sanctuary

Middle elementary -grade 2/3
Barb Kindon & Abi Cook in the Library

Lower elementary - orade K/1
Liz Cramer in the room next to pantry

Pre school - age 3 and 4
multi - coordinated by Tiffani Cushing in
the crying room

Adult SS
Clergy in the fellowship room.

We had six children engage in children’s
church on our first Sunday of the fall. The
children got reacquainted with this worship
service which is scaled down to their level.
We recite the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles
Creed as well as sing the doxology and
other songs. The teacher leads the class in a
Biblical lesson.

Although the Jr/Sr High class only had one
student, they had a time of sharing and
prayer that was obviously more personal
than it would likely have been otherwise
had several of the other expected students
shown up for class. Three great students




joined Lynne Rudolph for a wonderful
upper elementary class. Two of the
anticipated five (5) students attended the
middle elementary class. The class went
well according to the enthusiastic teachers.

Liz Cramer gets the prize for the largest
group with four students during Sunday
school and the class was great! And Tiffani
had a lot of fun with three darling children
in the preschool class.

Although we have teachers for each class, it
is best to have two teachers for each class
and multiple teachers for preschool and
children’s church. So, if you feel it in your
heart that you would like to serve in this
capacity, please contact Jim Cushing,
Sunday School Superintendent, or Lillian
Thompson, Children’s Church Coordinator.

The curriculum for each of the classes is
from Great Commissions. We encourage all
parents to bring their children to Sunday
school after the service. It is an important
part of their Christian education.

Also, we encourage all parents and other
parishioners to pick up a copy of the booklet
put together by the CE committee called
SCRIPTURAL BLESSINGS TO PRAY FOR
OUR CHILDREN. It includes a prayer for
our children for each day of the month.

Carole Ziegler

Bible Word Search: Creation

contributed by Picabo Kimes

All the words listed below are in the puzzle
- left, right, up, down or diagonally. Circle
each letter of the words you find. After you
have found all the words, put the leftover
letters in the correct order to form the
mystery answer.

M ORNI NG S

CLEDOGS ST
R AY KS E E H
EMA | NNWLG
Al GK I E A I
T NRRGSML
E A I RHI ET
DOMETS F H

Air, Animal, Created, Darkness, Dome,
Female, Genesis, God, Light, Morning,
Night, Sign, Sky

(Mystery Answer on Page 8)

Abram & Lot Maze

Help Lot go East to Jordon to stop the fighting against the herdsmen.
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Baker Library Book Brief

By Ken Cook

Many of us at St. John's will have fond
memories of John Rodgers. Through his
relationships with (the Rev.) Jim Hampson,
rector of St. John's from 1977 to 1987, and
Dr. Philip Hughes, longtime associate rector,
Dr. Rodgers has been a friend of this
congregation for 33 years. When we first
met him he was professor of systematic
theology and newly-minted Dean of Trinity
Episcopal School for Ministry, Ambridge,
PA. Although he tried to retire several
different times, the Lord would not permit
him to do so, and he was Interim Dean and
President at Trinity School for Ministry as
recently as 2008. In the meantime, he
became one of the founding bishops of
Anglican Mission in the Americas in 2000.
He has spoken and taught at St. John’s on
numerous occasions over the years, and we
would be glad to have him back any time.
Now he has finally succeeded in retiring,
but his newest publication makes his godly
wisdom readily available to one and all.

For as much as a decade, many people have
been aware of Bishop Rodgers” aspiration to
produce a modern full-length study of the
essential statement of the orthodox faith of
Anglican Christianity, the Thirty-Nine
Articles. At Epiphany, the Classical
Anglican Press of the Reformed Episcopal
Church in Bluebell, PA put all faithful
Anglicans in their debt with the publication
of Essential Truths for Christians: A
Commentary on the Anglican Thirty-Nine
Articles and an Introduction to Systematic
Theology. Written for parish clergy and
laypeople (and not for theologians), the
whole work exhibits the sort of conciseness
that results from having had 30 years to
teach the foundational doctrines of the
Christian faith. After a brief introduction,
Dr. Rodgers considers each of these
Reformation-era “articles” - written
primarily by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer,
circa 1552 - one at a time. The methodology

with regard to his
treatment of each of the
Articles is consistent. After
quoting an article, he
outlines its major teaching
points. Then there is an
“explanation” of each teaching point. After
that, the “biblical foundations” of each
component of the doctrine under
consideration is emphasized by means of the
citation of a series of key scripture texts.
This, in turn, is followed by precise and
thorough statements concerning “false
teachings denied and objections answered”,
“implications” and a “conclusion”. As one
might expect, the length of the commentary
on any given Article varies in accordance
with the relative significance of the matters
stated in the Article. Article 1, “Of Faith in
the Holy Trinity”, runs to 49 pages. Article
14, “Of Works of Supererogation”, is treated
in seven pages. The whole commentary
requires 678 pages. Because some essential
doctrines are not mentioned in the 39
Articles, Dr. Rodgers sometimes places brief
statements of those truths in the body of the
commentary, in keeping with his intent to
provide a complete “introduction to
systematic theology”. For that reason, as
well, the volume includes three concluding
appendices on “Reflections on the
Arguments for the Existence of God”, “The
Thirty-Nine Articles and Anglican
Hermeneutics” and “Contemporary
Anglican Views of the Ordained Ministry”.

Every word counts as Bishop Rodgers
reflects on the divinely revealed truths
found in the Bible. Reading Essential Truths
for Christians has reminded me of a reality I
quickly discovered in seminary. Well-
written Christian theology, biblical studies
and church history prove to be much more
readily “inspiring” than popular
“devotional literature”. Again and again, I
have been filled with love for God as I have
been freshly exposed to the glory of God
and to the depth of Christ’s sacrifice for me
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and for you as I turned the page. Everyone
who seizes the opportunity to read this
introduction to Christian theology is in for a
real treat. Learning some new things and
clearing up misunderstandings are only part
of what will be gained. The Thirty Nine
Articles have played a very influential role
in how the Body of Christ at St. John's has
thought, lived, prayed and served since at
least the time when John Rodgers first
visited us at the invitation of Dr. Hughes in
the spring of 1978. May God give us the
grace to continue to be faithful to the
essential truths of the Reformed Catholicism
which are our inheritance.

[Some may want to purchase their own copy
of Essential Truths for Christians. The
easiest means are;
Call the Reformed Episcopal
Seminary at 610.292.9852 ; or
use the website
episcopalrecorderinc@verizon.net.
The prices are $30.00 for paperback or $50.00
for a very sturdy hardback (plus shipping
and handling).]
Kew Cook

News Article from AMIA
July 30, 2011

Daily Audio Bible Releases Smartphone

App Six years ago, church planter and
podcaster Brian Hardin began a dynamic
ministry called Daily Audio Bible (DAB).
Each day, the pastor of Four Winds Mission
in Spring Hill, Tennessee, reads an Old
Testament passage, a New Testament

Anglican

passage, a Psalm and a Proverb to tens of
thousands of listeners worldwide, resulting
in more than 40 million downloads from
iTunes and Daily AudioBible.com.

This month, DAB expanded to include the
latest smartphone technology in the form of
apps for the iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch, and

Android operating

APP 3 o systems. The apps
° contain the daily

FOR iPHOME, iPAD AND ANDROID

readings, DAB
Kids (“read by kids
for kids”), DAB
Proverb (“five
minutes of pure
wisdom every
day”), audio and
video teachings,

messages from
Four Winds Mission, and live audio and
video events at the Wind Farm Cafe, the
church’s coffeehouse. Despite competing
with apps by Rachel Ray and Craiglist, DAB
is now ranked No. 3 on the Lifestyle
Category of Top Paid iPhone Apps.

Learn more about the apps at Daily Audio Bible
online.

Posted By: Cynthia P. Brust
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